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Bill Type and Number: Ordinance 2012-248 - revised
Introducer/Sponsor(s): Council President at the request of the Sheriff
Date of Introduction: April 10, 2012
Committee(s) of Reference: F, RCDPHS
Date of Analysis: April 12, 2012
Type of Action: Appropriation; authorization to execute contribution agreement; authorization of lease and user agreement
Bill Summary: The bill appropriates $900,000 from the Special Law Enforcement Trust Fund to Edward Waters College as a contribution toward the cost of constructing a combination criminal justice education building/police substation on the campus.  The bill authorizes execution of a contribution agreement with the college and authorizes a lease and use agreement for the City’s use of portion of the building as a police substation.
Background Information: The estimated cost of the proposed building is $2.68 million, of which the Sheriff will contribute $900,000, Edward Waters College $750,000 and private donors $1,030,000.  The facility will combine a JSO substation with classroom space for the college’s criminal justice program, all of which will be located on the Edward Waters campus in the City’s New Town Success Zone.  The contribution agreement between the City and the college provides that EWC may hold the City’s $900,000 contribution until such time as sufficient private donations are received to allow construction of the project to begin, but provides for reversion of the funds back to the City if the City and EWC fail to enter into a mutually agreeable lease and use agreement, or if the building is not constructed and the City’s contribution utilized for construction costs within 18 months of the effective date of this ordinance.
The proposed lease and use agreement authorizes the City to utilize approximately 7,373 of the 10,500 square feet of space in the building (a portion of the first floor and the entire second floor) as a police substation, along with exclusive use of 30 parking spaces.  The City’s space will contain a zone commander’s office, several lieutenant offices, roll call room, conference room, break room, and waiting area and counter for public transactions with the JSO. The college will be responsible for utilities and maintenance, the City for installation and maintenance of any specialized security equipment.  While increased police presence will be a natural result of use of the building as a police substation, the City makes no promise of any increased level of police service to the college.  The agreement is terminable by the City upon 90 days written notice, with or without cause.
Policy Impact Area: Public safety
Fiscal Impact: The bill appropriates $900,000 from the Special Law Enforcement Trust Fund
Analyst: Clements
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